JUDGING THE
PEMBROKE WELSH

is a large dog in a small
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and loyal _companion.
T st ek e
broke Welsh Corgi states that they should
be low-set, strong and sturdily build, giv
ing the impression of substance and sam-
Jaa o o sl s Tho il Kise:
bold cutook, pricked ears and good tem-
peament. The Pembiroke Welsh Corgl is

o, T g a foxy appearance to the
head. They have an intel s i
ested qlm This & oo vutlise bewed
with a level | st e
longer than tall. Corgis should have a fair
ly long neck that ows into well laid back
shoulder. Gait should be free and smoath.
A dog with smooth and free sidegait that is
reasonably sound must be highly regarded.
General Impression

Becauss this is an outline breed, it is
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measured from the withers to the
l.nd&umtl:l:wiﬂzrltnthch-gc‘tld
tall (Diagram A). Correct | o
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Head
When viewing the head from the front,
r“llhmldbcluﬂm.:em lr‘ltd-
angle (Diagram B). Drawing a line from
the nose through the eye to the tip of
the ear and then from ear tip to ear tip,
you find the find the i
proportions. The skull should be faidy
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proportions are five parts the dull and
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color is in harmony with the coat color,
Because they are a herding dog, the eye is
urlumcwhdﬂhlh’d?m#“thmﬁud
peripheral vision to see the stock from
ﬂ'-“j’dh!nianl&r!mﬁmlndmn,
medium in size and tapering to a
rounded Pﬂlﬂh E’"’ plgm inhlm:lgm;
with the coat colar but preferably black.
The nose and lip pigment should be black.
check for a scissors bite (level is acceptable).
Do not chede for denti Wﬂnrind!
side and badk teeth. You should then exam

the proportions and planes of the head and
e o o the vembnder of the o

o i on the ground
where the Carpi is most comfortable.
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Neck and Body

The Pembroke Welsh Corgi has a fidy
long neck which is of sufficient length to
provide over-all balance of the dog. The
neck Aows into well laid back shoulders
and a level topline. The upper arms should
be meardy equal in length to the shoulder
blade. The Cargi has a deep chest that s
well let down between the forelegs. The
chest is oval in shape. The forelegs are
short, forsarms turned imward,
with the distance between wrists less than
between the shoulder joints so that the

front does not appear absolutely
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it is impartant to place your hand bet

the legs and feed this shape. I e
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which is carrled all the way down to the
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ters in angles. The hocks are short and per-
pendicular to the ground. When viewed
from behind, they are panllel to each och-
er. The tail is docked as short as
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Coat and Colors

The coat is medium in lengrth, short,
thick and weather-resistant. The coat varies

in length with slightly longer ruff around
the neck, chest and on the shoulders. There

may be a slight depression behind shoul-
d:ndlmtnth:h:n’l:rnﬂ:kmltm::dng
the shorter body coat. Because the Corgi is
I:hcﬁh}r-na:h nfdlcdvu,w:uyrhhh
the saddle for the ehwes to ride. The Pem-
broke Welsh Corgi is shown with a natu-
ral coat. There should be no trimming,
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removed (optional).
The outer coat of the Pembroke comes
in seveml colors- red, sable, fawn, black

and tan with or without white markings.
White is acceptable on the legs, chest and
neck, muzzle, under parts and as a narrow
blaze on the head. The white markings
should mever exist within the rectangular
box (Diagram F). It is important to always
check both side of the Corgi as the mark-
ings are not symmetrical.
Gait

The standard states this best, *This is a
herding dog, which must have the agility
freedom of movement and endurance to
do the work for which he was developed.”

The late Dr. Chades Kruger, who was
an outspoken and passionate breeder of
Pembroke Welsh Corgis, describes Corgl
side movement the best:

"When cbserving the Corgl mow
ing from the side, the head is held well
forward, so the shoulder can funcrion
efficiently. The head should not be held
high as it will restrict the efficiency of
the shoulder function. The fromk foot
fnishing well forward of the shoulder
joint. The front foot ideally will strike
the pround at about the level of the ear.
Any placement behind this will indicate
lpn‘.th-_mwihth:ﬁnuld:r m.cmhl]r.
Front reach is measured at the point the
foot hits the ground. . .not where the foot
may be at full extension off the ground.
The hind foot reaching well under the
body and striking the ground ar the
mme time as the front foot. This rare
tn-:\e,hu:nﬂulnrhzdngtumtdnrf
rapidly at a trot without breaking stride
thus nd:l.l:ring the correct, and ideal
movement from the side. The hock joint
opening wide and the hind foot is well
extended. This is proper for the breed.
Th:topllnzhrﬂnngnndlcldinmﬂjon,
a must for proper balance in a herding
dog. The strong level back is perhaps the
most significant single structural feanare
in a herding dog. Without this the drive
Ecmrﬁd&nmd:ﬂmrqlmtﬂhhnm—
pered on its way up the spinal column.

When viewed from the front, legs do
not move ln exact punlkl Fl.nn:l, but
incline iward to c for
shortness of leg and width of chest. Hind
legs should drive well under the body and
move on a line with the with
hncﬁ:itnmlngn:k’hﬂlnmrum'

Judging Procedure
Cargl, always assess the outine and bal-
ance from at least 15 feet away. You should

always exam the dog on the table. Always
evaluate the expression on the ground. You
should remember to check both sides of the
dog. The markings are not symmetrical. A
dog that is correctly marked on the judge’s
side may wery well be a mismark on the off
side. And last bur certainly not least, spe-
clal emphasis should always be placed on
side movement.
Disqualificafions & Serious Faulis
The Standard for Pembroke Welsh
Coargi has no disqualifications. There are
serfous fanlts which indude oversized
and toylike individuals. There are several
ear faults which include button, rose or
dropped ears. Owershot or undershot bites
are not acceptable, Coat texture and color
have several faults- fluffies, whitelies, bu-
ies and mismarks. Lastly weak pasterns,
knuclling over, slipped or double jointed
hodks, barrel hocks and cowhodks are all
considered serious faults.
any Pembroke Welsh Corgi that is exces-
stvely shy or viclous,
Priorities
When judging Pembroke Welsh Cor
gh, rmlll:mkll}wiylr:mmbuthzjudg-
ing priorities
* General balance & outline: proper
lengeh of body
* Artractiveness of headpiece; intell-
gent outlook
* Correct temperament
. Mm,Pudmll.ﬂynvﬁwulﬁm
the side
The Pembroke Welsh Corgl is a popular
herding dog with strong breed character-
istics. They are alert and always aware of
their sarmounds. bald in temper
lmcﬂ,tbcymnkindn.ﬂdln,ﬂlmpnn—
ion to many families. Corgis are usually
shown by breeder/owner/handlers. They
are always willing to share their knowledge
of the breed. B

BIO

Cynthia, alongwithber bushand Vinee,
dre dctive breeders and exbibitors of Pem-
broke and Cardigan Welsh Corgis under
the Aubrey prefix. They bave owned and
bred National Specialty winners and Best
in Showe woinners im both breeds. Cyntbia
iz the chairperson of the Pembroke Welsh
Corgi Clab of America’s Judges Educarion
Cornmaittee. She is licensed to judge Peamn-
broke and Cardigan Weldh Corgis.



A GLANCE INTO

oy attempt to unmavel
the eady history of the
Pemnbroke Welsh Cargi
is confusing, as several
distinct theodes have

bempﬂtfuﬂ:ﬂhCuﬂﬂlﬂ,
however, Is that we must include the Car-
lﬂgl.nwrllh c:-:gl’l erigins at the same
ancestor of the Cn.td.ignn is an ancient,
low-stationed, drop-eared farm dog reput-
edly brought to the Welsh hills perhaps
as eady as 1200 B.C. with the iovading
Celts. This dog descended from the Tekel
group, which includes breeds such as the
Dachshund and Basset Hound. Contrari-
by, the Pembroke Welsh Corgi is member

of the Spitz group, such as the Schipperke
utK:ﬂhmnd,whhpukmcuﬂ:dtlﬂ

{usually) and a double coat. One popular
tlunr’rhthn*l.mﬂ&nsl of the SPII::I',?:
accompanied the Flemish weavers who
arrived in Wales in 1107 A.D. Eventually
there was interbreeding so that the origi-
nal corgi in Cardiganshire developed perk
ears and more refinement, while the more

southerly-siruated dogs pained subsrance and

PEMBROKE HISTORY

the Vallhund, including a natural bob tail
gene. Their descendants were bred to the
Spitzy Flemish arrivals in the 12th cen-
tury that settled in Pembrokeshire. Add
in blood from another small, similar dog
from northern England—the black and
tan Lancaster Heeler—and perhaps oth-
ﬂ‘:ﬂ.ndrm:pmtqrmudlhmnhxllﬂm
bass of the Pembroke Welsh Corgi today.

A quest for nesting seabirds forms the
bads of the most recent theory. In eady
times much sustenance was harvested
from the countless seabirds inhabiting the
cliffs of Britain and Scandinavia. Peathers,
meat, eggs, and oils were valuable com-
modities. Native coastal dogs were adept
at accessing bird burrows, and eacly people
used their skills Ope isolared island fe=a-
tured the ancient Lundehunde or Puffin
Dog,nhnllnnmcmhntﬂhenﬁmlmg—
legged Corgl. It is know that in the 8th
the bird islands and Welsh coast. Quite
likely these seafarers brought along dogs
that could be helpful—perhaps the Lunde-
hunde or a comparable canine—and that

intermingled with the original Corgl.

“Once established in Wales, the

CORGIS PROVED TO BE INVALUABLE
AS ALL-ROUND FARM DOGS,

working the livestock, dispatching vermin,
and guarding the home.”

maorphed into the corgi from Pembrokeshire.

Another theory iovolves the Vikings
who ravaged coastal Wales in the 9th
and 10th century. They were believed to
have brought with them a Spitz type cat-
te dog similar to the Swedish Vallhund
who influenced the indigeneous Welsh
farm dog, Thus resulted a variety of corgi
which shared many characteristics with

None of these concepts has been con-
firmed as THE finite origin of the Pem-
broke Welsh Corgl. Nonetheless, it appears
clear that the Vallhund and Pembroke
Corgi have crossed paths somewhere; or at
least they have a commen progenitor.

Once established in Whles, the Corgls
proved to be imvaluable as all-round farm

dogs, working the livestock, dispatching

By Deborah §. Harper

vermin, and puarding the home. At ficst,
when the small Welsh cattle were grazed on
open common rangeland, the Cargis were
handy at chasing competitors off a farmer’s
favorite patch. Later, about 1875, after fenc-
ing divided the land up, most herding jobs
went to Collies and other larger dogs, while
the Corgls turned their talents to driving
the stock to market. Pembrokes were cus-

tomarily used to waork poultry. Large flocks
of geese were their specialty.

The Welsh farmers were wont to exhib-
it their livestock in agricultural shows,
and so the Corgis—both breeds lumped
together as "Curs”—found themsdves in
competition. The first recorded show was
held in Carmarthen in 1892, and both
breeds were judged together, even though
there was growing support for each breed.

Roravel Covgls from the some eva.



It was not uneil 1925
that the UK Keand Club
offered classes under fts

auspices—still together as
Welsh Corgis and judged
by a single Standard. In
1928 they were placed in
the Non-Sporting group.
During this period there
was some interbreeding, and
often littermates competed

Fembeoke Corgls excel at perfomance activites

as Pembrokes or Cardigans, Nonetheless,
enthusiasm for separate breeds grew quite
heated. Pinally, in 1934, the KC granted
them sepamate status, and their supporters
worked to define and enhance the distine-
tions between the two breeds. Incidentally,
it was in 1934 that an eadier tail docking
ban was lifted, which helped solidify the
appearance of the Pembrokes.

Interest in the attrmctive little herding
dog, the Pembroke Welsh Corgl, soon
spread beyond its Welsh homeland. Influ-
and then in 1938 The Welsh Corgi League
came into existence as a major force. The
breed’s popularity soared—no doubt par
ﬂlllydllcmxhgcu:tge‘,rl 19!331:“
chase uflplmfnl:hhlh.lgh:u Eliza-
beth! Talented breeders built up kennels
breed type greatly improved. There was a
hiatus for the duration of Wodd War 11,
but activities soon resumed and continue
apace, The Pembroke Corgl now has estab-
lished himself throughout Europe, Cana-
da, South Africa and Austmalia.

A Pembroke Welsh Corgl arrived on
USA soil in 1934 after captivating her new

owner, a prominent East Coast Old Eng-
Mh%bmehvﬁﬂnginw

The Corgi, Little Madam of Merriedip,
became the first to be registered by the
AKC when it recognized the breed later
that Fl:.Oﬂ::rim.PwtlluanfdlnwuL
with several l:rﬂing in California, includ-
ing an English champion. The first licter
whelped in the United States was also reg-
istered wich the AKC in 1934,

Initially Pembrokes and Cardigans
were still shown together in the Terrier
group, though by 1935 they were shifted

to the Working group. The frst champion
was Eng. Am. Can. Ch. Sierra Bowhit

Pivor (Little Madam was the first bitch
champion), and he was also the first to win
a Group I. (The first Best in Show was not
mﬂmm“mnb,&:lmpmm
Rozavel Uncle Sam of Waseeka.) As the
breed caught on here, imports Hooded in
and breeders were quick to develop their
own bloodlines and promote the breed.
1936 was an important milestone, as
the Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of Amer-
ica was established. Throughout the years
this impressive club has achieved many
things and served the breed and its admir
ers well. Of primary importance is the
club’s guardianship of the breed Standard.
First drawn up in 1925, it was a mere 120
words long. The Standard evolved, and cur

most recent version was done in 1993, To
go along with the document, the club has
prepared an excellent “Tlustrated Stan-
dard” and Judges Education Slide Show
presentation.

The huge National Specialty Show each
year is extremely prestigious and popular.
As well s conformation, it showcases the
talents and versatility of our beeed in Obe-
dience, Tracking, Herding, Agility, and
Rally Obedience. Historically, all of these
venues have seen exciting “Firsts” won by
accomplished Corgis and handlers too
aumerous to mention, as the opportunities
for sport with pure-bred dogs have prolif
erated. The breed is in good hands with
the PRWCCA ar the helm.

A fnal note of historical importance
mmtﬁ:pﬂtﬂ:&kﬂn‘dﬂ&inﬁﬂﬂn
While the Pembroke has always carded a
gcmfnrnmnrllbobmﬂ,mﬁm:thh
trait has receded while breeders waorked to
improve overall structure and type. Now
virtually all Europe, Britain, Australia and
other countries disallow docking tails
Eventually the USA might be included in
this ban. Many pecple are trying quite
successfully to retrieve the lost gene. Only
time will tell if our beloved "Bunny Butt”
look will survive, B




