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hen you observe Cesky Terriers in

a group of ather terriers, you notice
one thing. They are so calm! While
all around them Terriers are barking,

quarecling, and bouncing around, you will sce Ceskys

just sitting beside their owners or handlers just taking
it all in. When Frank Horak, avid Crechoslovakian
hunter and genetic researcher, crossed his first Scortie
and Sealyham Terriers in 1949, one of his primary goals
was to develop an upland game hunting breed that was
not quarrelsome and could be housed together and
would easily hunt in packs. The result is a calm, slightly
reserved, fiercely loyal dog chat makes an ideal pet and

companion. This natural reserve places the Cesky at a

disadvantage at times in the Terrier Group ring. The

breed scandard calls for a calm and kind disposition,
alers, but non-aggressive. Ceskys are never sparred in
the ring.

Between 1949 and the mid-1960s, Mr. Horak’s ken-
nel, Lovu Zdar (Crech for “hunting success") bred dogs
produced from the original Scottic-Scalyham matings

until he fixed the qualities of the breed he was looking.
for—small, light, mobile, well-pigmentcd and an casy
temperament. This national breed of the Czech Repub-
lic was accepted for FCI registration in 1963 and was

accepred into the Terrier Group by the AKC in 2011,



THE CESKY TERRIER

‘THE CESKY HAS A RATIO OF 15 LENGTH TO 1.0

HEIGHT MAKING THIS A LONG, SHORT-LEGGED BREED.

THIS FEATURE ALONG WITH A LONG,

WELL-MUSCLED NECK MAKES THE BREED IDEAL

FOR TRACKING AND TRAILING, MOVING FAST
WITH HIS NOSE CLOSE TO THE GROUND."

Ceskys come in shades of grey.
“This is one of the breeds that carrics
the gene that causes the coat color to
lighten with age (the “G” pigmenta-
tion gene chat has yet to be locared
on the canine genome), and the effect
is more dramaric than in any other
breed. Cesky puppies are born cither
solid black or black with tan mark-
ings. Normally by the age of two, the
black has lightened to grey and the
tan markings have lightened o very
light tan. This often places puppics
and adolescents between six and 24
months in the uncomfortable posi-
tion of appearing mottled or brindlcd
as their coat changes from black to
grey at different rares. This is nor-
mally resolved by age two (as required
by the standard).

Some white markings are per-
mitted and appear frequently on the
chest, but no mare than 20% of the
pigmentation should be white. Pig-
mentation issues sometimes arise in
the ring over this “white” pigmenta-
tion requirement for several reasons.
The (G?) or greying gene can cause
very pronounced lightening in some
Cesky Terriers producing dogs that
are a very light platinum. These light
placinum dogs are much more com-

mon in Europe than in the US. and
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when  light dog appears in the ring
with more “traditional” grey dogs,
it is striking, But closer inspection
shows tha this dog is not white (like
a Sealyham, for examplo). Addition-
ally, Ceskys with the dominant black
and tan genorype often have mark-
ings that fade to.a very light tan again
giving the appearance of more than
20% white markings. Again, closer
inspection reveals light tan furnish-
ings rather than white. Lighter
Ceskysare appearing in the US Cesky
population, so this issue should soon
beless problemaric as these light dogs
become less of a minoriy.

The Cesky has a ratio of 1.5 length.
t0 1.0 height making this a long,
shortlegged breed. This fearure along
with along, well-muscled neck makes
the breed ideal for tracking and trail-
ing, moving fast with his nose closc

o the ground. For example, chey are
used in their native Czech Republic
for wild-boar hunting and given the
respansibilicy for tracking this game
and flushing it from the brush. They
are also used for finding small game
and will enthusiascically go to ground
afier them.

The predominant impression of a
Cesky is a “well-muscled” dog. The
standard uses chis term over and aver

The range of the grey color af the Ceksy



THE CESKY TERRIER

'CESKY TERRIERS ARE A RELATIVELY HEALTHY BREED.

OF THE CLOSE TO 170 GENETIC ILLNESSES
THAT ARE NOW DNA TESTED BY COMMERCIAL LABS,
THE CESKY TERRIER HAS NONE THAT PRESENTLY
APPEAR AS PROBLEMS.

describing the neck, forequarters, hind-
quarters, and body. The topline of the
Cesky requires a slight rise or arch over
the loin, bur cautions against a roached
back. The Cesky tail is seven-cight inches
long, should follow the line of the rump
and *may be carricd downward, or with a
slight bend at tip; or carried saber shaped
horizantally or higher.”

Cesky Terriers move with a frec and
even gaic with “good reach in both the
front and the back, covering ground
cfforclessly” The ideal Cesky weight is
less than 22 bs. (ren kg), although the
standard encourages cmphasis on a well-
proportioncd dog rather than a focus on
any one feature,

Geskys are groomed to accentuate their
musculacure. Unlike the scandards for both
founder breeds, the Cesky is single-coated
(soft coated) and is therefore clippered not
scripped. The furnishings should be firmly
textured and should nor be “overdone” in
terms of length and coverage. This is a
working Terrier and the furnishings should
be practical for icld work.

Cesky Terriers are a relatively healthy
breed. Of the close 0 170 generic illnesses
that are now DNA tested by commercial
labs, the Cesky Terrier has none that pres-
ently appear as problems. Ceskys typically
stay active well past ten years old—they
just keep getting greyer. The calm, pleas-
ant disposition thar Frank Horak was
striving for as he developed the Cesky
Terrier in the years between 1950 and
1990 has made the Cesky a wonderful
companion dog and pet and should lead
to continued growth of the breed in the

US and Canada. M
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CESKY

HISTORY

BY JULIE GRITTEN

n 1932, Mr. Horak obrained his first Scorcish

Terrier and began studying this breed’s behavior

and ability to hunt. He found the Scotrish Terrier

excellent as a go to ground terrier and decided
to breed the Scortie. He considered the breed to be quite
aggressive, especially towards people, but the breed showed
great prey drive. Frantisck Horak worked and lived in the
town of Plzen in the Czech Republic at this time and hune-
ed with the Scortic around the woods of his village.

Ac this time in Plzen, he made friends wich another
Scortish ‘Terricr breeder who also awned Sealyham Terri-
ers. It was during this friendship that Frantisck began to
have thoughts and ideas about breeding the Scorish Ter-
ier crossing it with the Scalyham, feeling the cross could
lead to a more cooperative and successful warking dog, He
owned and named his kennel Lovu Zdar, which litcrally
means hunting success.

Mr. Horak moved to Klanovice in 1940. It was there
and then at Klanovice that he decided to put his breed-
ing idea info fruition. It was not until 1949 that he finally
mated his then Scottish Terrier birch, Donka Lovu Zdar
o his friend’s Sealyham Terrier with the name of Buganier
Urquelle. “The result was the birth of three puppies from
this first breeding, but only one survived. He gave this
puppy the name of Adam Lovu Zdar. This puppy was a
brindle male, with only half hanging, large cars. Because of
this, Mr. Horak decided to have them surgically changed
to hang completely. Unfortunarely, in 1951 this dog was
shot dead during a hunt in the woods of Klanovice. Dur-
ing this time, Mr. Horak requested from the Czech Terrier
Club for his new breed to be named Cesky Terricr.

In 1950, Frantisck Horak repeated a crossing of the Scortic to a
Sealy, bur this time using the Scottish Terrier bitch, Scotch Rose,
to the same Sealyham ‘Terricr, Buganier Urquelle. This breeding
produced a litcer of six puppics, but only one puppy had the natu-
ral drop cars that he wanted from his new brecd. He named chis
dog Balda Lovu Zdar. Balda was a brindle dog, bur did become
the foundation sire of the new breed, the Cesky Terrier. M. Horak
mated Balda to his lirer sister Baba Lovu Zdar, but unforrunarely
none of these puppics from this breeding could be used for future
breeding, So, Frantisek Horak then bred Balda Lovu Zdar to his
mother, the Scottish Terrier, Scotch Rose. ‘This breeding, he felr,
was successful having two puppics from this litcer with the prop-
er dropped cars he was secking in his new breed. ‘The male was
named Darcba Lovu Zdar, who was brindle and the female was
named Diana Lovu Zdar. Diana later became the foundation dam
of the Cesky Terrier. Darcba was given to one of his friends, but
died before he could be bred. Diana was born black, bur evencually
became grey as she aged and had the cars that Mr. Horak desired.
Tt was at this point he decided that his new breed should be clip-
pered rather than hand stripped like the other two terricrs, the
Scottie and the Sealyham. He felt that clipping was a much casier
way for hunters to deal with grooming a truc hunting Terricr.

Frantisck’s next breeding was the bitch Diana Lovu Zdar to
the Sealyham Jasan Amorous Artilleryman who was the son of
the Scalyham Buganier Urquelle. This litier produced two males
and one female. The names of Fantom, Furiant and Fenka were
given to these puppies. Fantom and Fenka were both brindle in
color, but the dog Furiant Lovu Zdar was born black with yellow
markings, and they all had some white markings on the chest and
legs. Mr. Horak chose not to use Furiant in his breeding program
because he was quite large and had large markings on his neck. He
then chose to breed Fantom with his sister Fenka. From this litter,
only one female was born and he named her Halali Lovu Zdar, She
was black and tan with white markings and eventually became the
pillar of the Cesky Terricr.

Halali Lovu Zdar was bred to the male Fantom Lovu Zdar
and from this brecding one brown puppy was born and had a true
brown nose. He was sterile, however, and was unable to be bred.
He decided to cross Fantom instead to his mother Diana and they
produced a brown bitch which he named Chrery Lovu Zdar. He
was brown with yellow markings. It was at this point he realized
that the brown was being inheritcd from the Sealyham Terrier, and
the brown s an inherited colored from Fantom, Diana and Halali.

It was in 199, after more brecdings, that Frantisck Horak
entered several dog shows and started the process of registering
his new breed in the Czechoslovakian Register with the official
name of Cesky Terricr. It was in 1963 that the Cesky Terrier was
officially recognized by the FCL M

SHOWSIGHT MAGAZINE, MARCH 2020 | 287



r veryone judging Terriers has a breed
J standard to which he or she can refer.

Sometimes, however, in 1 group thar is
so diverse beyond “essential terrier char-
judge might wonder how to fairly eval-
uate the individual members of this unique Group.
ky Terrier

Asa part of this diverse collection, the
is perhaps even less casily critiqued. Why?

It could be the Cesky's relatively recent entry
into the Group thar makes it largely unknown. Tts
small populacion in the US may also make it less
recognizable. Maybe more tradition-bound judges
rely exclusively on more general Terrier character-
istics. For example, a Terrier must spar or must be
hand stripped. Neither is true of the Cesky. Con-
ceivably it could be a lack of formal classroom edu-
cation. Whatever the reason, it’s easy to understand
why a judge may have concerns about the Cesky
colorand tempera-

ment to jts gait, rail carriage, ete.

ranging from it variation in siz

What is a Cesky Terrier supposed to be? Simply,
it was created to be a pack-friendly hunting dog chat
worked the watershed area about the Danube River
in the Czech Republic. This is an environment of
bogs, thickets, thick forests, fields and burrows.
Here the Cesky stalked rabbit, fox, other burrow
dwelling creatures as pig and boar,

The new Cesky Terrier Standard approved by
AKC on July 11, 2017 was refined from its original
version to approximate its European counterpart

and the original design of the Cesky creator Fran-

1l as deer,

isck Horak. For those who understand this new
Standard, appreciate the hunting terrain, as well
as the dog’s mission as a hunter, questions about its

design and narure give way to genvine education.

Eoger 10 the hunt, the Ceshy roces 15

tain 0 wild pig.
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BY BOB COMER
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Size matters. Dimensions specifically stated in
the Standard should be followed. Those dimensions
in conjunction with how they fit together in the dog
(proporionalicy) are crucial. It is understandable why
1028 pound male Cesky would carch a

Terrier judge’ atrention. However, thar Cesky should

amuscula

wweigh 22 pounds which is the top of the ideal weight
rangein the Standard. A lighter-weight dog would fare
far beteer navigating the terrain of his native country,
Some judges in the Czech Republic think American
Ceskeys are “too big" andfor “to0 fat”. A Cesky Ter-
rier, dog or bitch, must be lean, solid and compact to

do the job for which the breed was developed.




Proportionality in cthe distribution of
body mass, whether the Cesky s 13 or 22
pounds, is also importan, as is gait, Le.
the manner in which the Cesky carries that
mass. There is a certain drive and reach a
well-proportioned Cesky has. Co

low center of gravity in an NFL running

er 2

back. Like a ball player, a hunting Cesky
must make sharp turns, explode wih speed
and energy when giving chase or move lat-
crally instantly if prey 10 times its weight
comes charging toward it. The gait must
be cffortless, free of any encumbrances and
show endurance. Therefore, the descriptor
“a well-muscled. short legged huncing Ter-
rier” is applicable. Even a skeptic cannot
imagine an overweight, ill-proportioned
and ou of shape athlete as successful.

Why s Cesky
described as ‘somewhat reserved towards
strangers” It a pack friendly hunting dog.
Its crearor, Frantisck Horak, became disen-

the temperament

chanted hunting with Scorties. He belicved,
rightly or wrongly, thar Scorties spent more
time attacking one another than pursuing
their quarry. To offser this selfaggressive
pack mencality, Horak spent years look-
ing for the right Terrier (che Scalyham)
to breed with his still beloved Scorties.

THE CESKY TERRIER

typically do not spar at
home and are not to be sparred in the show
ting. Owners of mulriple Ceskeys will tell

you they thrive in an environment of “the

" As one owner put i
“They can form a da of bure
ers and no one minds.

f-

Outside the pack this same non-aggres-
sive, reserved character trait responds to a
kinder, gentler judge’s hand. Cesky han-
dlers complain about judges wearing hats,
approaching the dog from behind or over
the dog’s shoulder, making sudden gestures
or movements or exhibiting any aggressive
behavior. Lest a judge believe them coward-
Iy, wild pig or boar hunters can dispel that
rumor. A Cesky will make up its own mind
about what it considers a threar.

Color does vary and is par of the Stan-
dard. Born black or chocolate brown, the
Cesky can become any shade of grey from
charcoal to platinum. They can also be
light coffee color. The overall color of any
individual Cesky must be uniform. The

Standard is very specific about deviations in

colors brindling is also addressed. It is worth
noting that the variations in color were gen-
erated by the genetic variabilitics of breed-

inga Scorty and a Sealy:

olyhom Terrier—Greys to Platinum to Coffee to Brown

The term “designer dog’ has been
used to describe che breed, and they are...
like the Labrador Retrievers, Rhodesian
Ridgebacks, and
Border Collics. Like the vast majority of
AKC-recognized dog breeds, the Cesky
Terrier was developed to do a specific tusk,

Doberman  Pinschers

and do it well. Clearly, anyone knowing the
length of time Mr. Horak took to develop
the Cesky would never use this “dog in 2
term. Frantisek Horak worked
from the 1920's and into 1948 before he
achieved his dream of a Cesky Terricr.

minute”

‘The Cesky's tail is another consideration.
How it is carried is not a clear indication of
the dogs sate of mind save when it s tucked
beween its legs. A tucked tail is a sign of
distress. Normally the Cesky Terrier carries
its tail down and anywhere between there
and up and sabre-lik
in people. Some folks scand straighr, some

lean forward, and some outright slump.

Compare anatomy

That variability defines the nature of the
Cesky tail as well. The Standard addresses
the undesirable “squirrel tai
touching the back”. The Cesky tail carriage
may not be what more cradirional judges are
used to scing, but it is the Cesky tail and
the Standard.
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The Casky tapline
point), The fail
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mind. Down, straight or sabee.like ar 3

THE CESKY TERRIER

(highest

Other aspects of the animal require scrutiny.
The ratio of the heigh of the dog ar the withers to
its lengeh (sternum to buttocks) s 1:1.5. Specific
ideal dimensions are in the Standard. Questions
0 be asked arc: Docs the top line rise slightly from
the withers (lowest point) o the loin and rump
(highest poind?

When critiquing this
ise ends premarurely giving the dog an arched back
with the highest point in the middle of the spinc
or is the top line flar. Sometimes positioning gives
either effect and is the fault of the handler. Does the
il begin at the distal most aspect of the spinc in the
descent to the rump? If nor, the dog presents a tail

determine whether the

set either too high or too low. Is the body lean and
proportioned? Judges should not see rolls to the skin
ora tummy that isn't tucked up. From above, is the
dog shaped like an arrillery shell? The distal outline
of the lungs and the hips forming the case of the
shell. Docs the dog move effortlessly;
aceributes it i readily understandable why the Cesky

iven these

isa creature of the burrow as well as the thicker
When checking dimensions, again the questions

from the

2 judge should ask are: Is the head 7-
noch ar the back of the head o the tip of the nose
and is there a 3-4" space between the cars? Conse-
quently, when viewing the Cesky's head from above
and applying the standard's criteria defining the
head and muzle does this portion of the dog’s anat-
omy look like a long blunt wedge? And, is this not
an ideal tool for hitting prey? Arc the cars dropped
forming a triangle, the bend of which does nor rise
aver the crown of the skullz Do the forward edges
of the cars lay close to the cheek? It stands to reason
tha having these traits, a Cesky pursuing prey in
the burrow would have these body parts tight to its
frame? The Cesky fall, of course, protects the cyes.
Full dentition is required in the Cesky Standard.
Inany hunting dog thi

the Cesky, don't just look at the teeth from canines

critical. When exami

forward. Most importanely, do those lower canines
fic casily and smoothly into the notches cither side
of the mouth in the upper set of teeth? This is the
“locking” mechanism to hold prey.



THE CESKY TERRIER

The chest should be cylindrical and well sprung. A judge
should place a hand berween the dog’s front legs and let the
dog’s chest rest there. A judge’s hand should only feel the cen-
ter of the rib cage. The est of the chest rises up and out
With the chest down and fla, the Cesky would be a wide
body and unfit for a burrow. For the same reason, the st
of the shoulders, and the shape of the legs and feet, are also
important. The shoulders are muscular, well laid back and
powerful. The clbows fit closely to the sides of the animal
presenting a compact, no wasted motion to the gair; again
Forelegs are short, straight, well boned
ate large with well-developed pads. In

similar to an achlet

and parallel. For
the hindquarcers, the thighs are longer in proportion to the
lower leg with the stifle well bent. Hind fect arc smaller, with
smaller, but equally well developed pads. Everything here is
predicacd on digging, moving underground, capruring and
bringing the prey out of the burrow or simply dragging bigger

prey across a field.

Judges know how important a standard is. Perhaps what
should be stressed in Judges' Education is how the breed was
ereated and/or refined to facilicare its mission and how the
scandard is meant to give the judge a guideline in present-
ing awards to animals who best present teaits that cxemplify
that mission.

Judges wishing further clrification on the Cesky
Standard or on Cesky anatomy are invited to contact the
American Cesky Terrier Fanciers Association for a Judg-
e’ Education Slide Presentation as well as a copy of the
new standard. Classroom seminars may also be arranged.
Coneact ceskyTerrierfinciers.org. W
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