Shetland Sheepdog
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Virtues and Faults




long haired, working dog of great beauty, free fron
ness, action lithe and graceful. Outline symmetr:m{-.
rs out of proportion to whole. Abundant coat, mane
ess of head and sweetness of expression combine to pres
ideal.”




nd Sheepdog in the breed star
and Skull describes:

éefned and elegant with no exaggerations: when viewe
p or side a long, blunt wedge, tapering from ear to nose. Width c
_ -._ﬂf skull in proportion to length of skull and muzzle. Whole to
%) sidered in connection with size of dog. Skull flat, moderately wide
etween ears, with no prominence of occipital bone. Cheeks flat,

bination of skull and foreface, shape, colour and placer
eyes, correct position and carriage of ears.”
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Blunt wedge

& Bssontiad 1o have & flad skull and well filed
LIGHT bul DEFINITE stop.

B Too much stop will aer the set of the eyes, mmtﬁ_ »
desinod swoel expression \
= & rounded shull will also aller the sel of the eyes mﬂq p
and make the head loo detp through R

When looking at a Sheltie head it should be apparentthatthe head and ears
should fit within an imaginary isosceles triangle, never an equilateral triangle.
The head is a long, blunt wedge shape!



Head of correct de pih m b

Parallel planes

N

@ head should be a blunl wedd
e Excessive depth detracts from Uhes
& 0o hand in hand with eilher fog mue
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The side view of the head should also portray a long blunt wedge shape,
muzzle and skull of equal length. The inner corner of the eye being the
midpoint of the head.



IS 00 close give a starlled look, ears loo wide give a sad!

- Eyes too closely set are usually in a head that s foo narrow
gyes loo wide aparl are mmﬁrsﬂham{mmnﬂn}__ ead. |
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' makes the ears appear closer together than they in fact are. |




While this head and ears has some desired qualities, the wide ear set throws
out the balancerequired. Essentiallythe head and ears would fit within an
equilateral triangle.



Stop loo deep

L Here is shown hiow

Fwill lead to & headbo deep through

and incomectly set eyes.

This profile displays few desirable qualities. Often referred to as an
‘old fashioned’ head, the stop is too deep, eyes set straight in the head
and skull is too deep through at backskull. There is lack of finish to the

underjaw, the lips do not meet tightly.



Incorrect head types
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Heavy brow, straight set eyes

hed muzzle, flared backskul



The Shetland Sheepdog in the breed standard under Eyes
describes:

“Medium size obliquely set, almond shape. Dark brown except in the case of
merles, where one or both may be blue or blue flecked.”




This blue merle has correct size, colour, shaped and set eyes. Only in a blue
merle are blue or blue specked/merled eyes allowed. Blue merles may also
have brown eyes or a combination of any accepted colours listed here.



Correct Eyes
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Incorrect Eyes
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ﬁhaepdﬂg in the breed st
describes:

) atefy wide at base, placed fairly close together on top
-own back; when alert brought forward and carried semi-
tips falling forward.”




Correct Ears




Incorrect Ears
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~ describes:

, clean, strong with a well-developed underjaw. Lips tight.
perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth cl
lapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws. A full complemen:
properly placed teeth highly desired.”
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Incorrect lips and jaws
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Lips not meeting, teeth showing
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set, shape of ears - tip of ears falling fopward
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Lips tight,
well developed underjaw

= Muzzle well filled & rounded
- Skull flat







s to all the dedicated Sheltie
permission to use photos of thei ’E%ﬂ .

The information provided in this presentationis for
educational purposeand in the hope that such an
important breed hallmark is recognised and
perpetuated in future generations.
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